Seroprevalence of anti-cysticercus antibodies among the children living in the urban environs of Maputo, Mozambique.
Blood and faecal samples were collected from 269 children (aged 0-15 years) who lived in the urban environs of Maputo, the capital city of Mozambique. Antibodies against Cysticercus cellulosae were detected, at a titre of at least 1:100, in 56 (20.8%) of the blood samples. When the stool samples were checked for Taenia solium and other helminths, both as direct smears and after formalin-ether concentration, 180 (67.0%) were found to contain at least one helminth species. The parasites most commonly detected in the faecal samples were Trichurus trichiura (36.0%) and Ascaris lumbricoides (35.7%). Only in one sample (0.4%) were gravid proglottids of Ta. solium detected, but Hymenolepis nana (1.1%) and H. diminuta (0.4%) were also found. A positive correlation between seropositivity for anti-cysticercus antibodies and subject age, and positive associations between such seropositivity and infection with A. lumbricoides and infection with Tr. trichiura were observed. None of the other demographic and environmental factors investigated--the child's sex, religion and access to toilets and/or piped water, the type of house in which he or she lived, the number of individuals in the household to which he or she belonged, and whether that household had pets or raised livestock--showed any apparent association with either the seroprevalence of anti-cysticercus antibodies or infection with any intestinal helminth. The use of water from the common sewage-drainage system for agricultural irrigation in the study area probably causes most of the contamination with intestinal parasites.